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Major thesis and position of author:

This article, although its title suggests that it only discusses allergies, also discussed the effects that BPA may have on the adult immune system.  The thesis of the article states that children who are exposed to environments where there is a heavy use of antibacterial products are at a higher risk of developing allergies.  It also stated that BPA may be the linked to the high production of CMV antibodies, which mirrors the same levels that occur during times of high stress. 

Answer the following as completely as you can from the material presented by the author:

1. Briefly state in your own words three facts presented.

The article stated that the hygiene hypothesis is a theory about how the immune system develops and reacts to assaults.  I t also stated that measured levels of triclosan in the urine can serve as a marker for how “clean an individual’s environment is.  The second part of the article stated that BPA is the endocrine-disrupting chemical commonly found in plastics. 
2. Briefly state in your own words three opinions given.

Some opinions that were given in the article include the statement that “[s]ome scientists believe that our society’s current obsession with cleanliness…has caused our immune systems to become hypersensitive to foreign assaults of all kinds.”  The article also stated that it is possible that those with allergies tend to use antibacterial products more than others, as well as that BPA may be activating the immune system. 

3. Identify in your own words the propaganda techniques used, if any.


I was able to identify a couple of propaganda techniques that were used in the article including appeals to feat as well as an appeal to pride or emotions/persuasion.  I feel that the author appealed to the audiences using fear in that our society has an apparent fear of germs, allergies, and overall cleanliness.  On the other hand, I felt that the author utilized an appeal to pride and emotions/persuasion when she noted that some European countries were doing something that America is not.  Americans have a large tendency to want to be considered the best and the leaders.  However, the author pointed out that some European countries have begun to put labels on products containing triclosan alerting consumers about its potential effects.  Directly following she implies something along the line of stating that maybe America will learn from their example. 
4. What cause/effect relationships were stated or implied by the author?

Cause:  Overuse of antibacterial cleaning products.

Effect:  Immune systems become hypersensitive to foreign assaults of all kinds, whether harmful or beneficial. 


Cause: BPA


Effect: It produces the same peaks in CMV antibodies that stress normally does. 

5. Were any of these cause/effect statements faulty? Why?

I would not call these relationships faulty as the article makes it very clear that the effects have not yet been proven and that additional research is needed to confirm. 

6. Did you find evidence of other logical errors on the part of the author? Explain where and how for each of the topics listed below.

a. Distortion of Information 

The information in the article did not appear to be distorted in any way.  
b. Faulty Analogy 

There did not appear to be any analogies in the article. 

c. Oversimplification 

The data presented did seem to be oversimplified in that it gave you the summary of the effect with very little to back it up.  It also did not distinguish whether this occurs in everyone. 
d. Stereotyping 

The article did not appear to contain or present any stereotypes. 
e. Faulty Generalization 

The article applied the cause/effect relationship to all people without specifying or narrowing down the parameters that equate to “overuse” of antibacterial cleaning products.
7. How credible is the author? What are the author’s credentials for writing this presentation?

I found the author to be credible.  Alice Park is a senior reporter with TIME. She currently serves as the department head for the magazine's science coverage and has been reporting on health and medicine since 1993.  Park received a master's of science journalism from Boston University.
8. How does this material fit in with material in your text or material presented in class? Be specific.


In class we studied how cells and viruses, through natural selection, can become resistant to drug treatments.  Our society has become so obsessed with cleanliness that almost everything is antibacterial.  Because of this fact any bacteria that was/is resistant to these cleaners are now left to ravage our immune systems with no treatments currently available. 
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1. What is the basis for the story?


The basis for this article is the results of the analyzed data from the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES).
2. What is the affiliation of the scientist?


The NHANES is a large-scale government survey.  However, the analysis was done by researchers based at the University Of Michigan School Of Public Health. 
3. What is the funding source for the study?


The article is not specific regarding the funding.  However, I believe that the survey would have been funded by the government and the analysis appears to have been funded by the University of Michigan.
4a. In a correlation study, did researchers attempt to eliminate reasonable alternative hypotheses?



No. Alternative hypotheses were not provided in the article.  

4b. In an experimental study is the experimental treatment the only difference between the control group and the experimental group?



No. Alternative hypotheses were not provided in the article.
5. Was the sample of individuals in the experiment a good cross section of the population?


The article noted that the survey was large-scale and therefore I would believe it to be a good cross section of the American population.  

6. Were the data collected from a relatively large number of people?


Yes. As previously stated, the article noted that the survey was large-scale.  

7. Were the participants blind to the group they belonged to and/ or to the ‘expected outcome’ of the study?


Although it was not specifically stated in the article I would have to say yes as surveys are simply a collection of data so the people being surveyed do not generally know ahead of time what this data will be used for.  

8. Were data collectors and/ or analysts blind to the group membership of participants in the study?


Although the article did not specify I would again have to believe that the answer is yes because surveyors are generally not aware of how the data they are collecting will be used.   However, as for the researchers that analyzed the data, the article did not provide this information. 
9. Did the news reporter put the study in the context of other research on the same subject?


 No. Additional research was not provided. 
10. Did the news story contain commentary from other independent scientists?


No. There was no additional commentary provided by researchers or scientists outside of the analysis group.  

11. Did the reporter list the limitations of the study or studies on which he or she is reporting?


No. Limitations were not specified in the article.  

