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1. List the galleries that you visited and, in a few sentences for each, describe the galleries’ specialties or focus. 

The first gallery I visited was the McGrew Design Studio which show cased the photography of Evan Sherow. The display was entitled, Of History and Entropy: the Haunting Photographic Perception of Evan Sherow, and presented beautiful photographs of old ghost towns and ruins of Utah’s yesteryears. This studio is known for its production of custom costumes which was very evident in the display of the intricate masks interspersed among the photographs.  It almost seemed as though two artists’ works were being displayed.  
The second gallery I went to was the Tissu’ Fine Fabrics and Design Gallery which featured the fashion designs by Mary Rino of Lily Bridal Designs. The gallery, which also sells rare and fine fabrics was the perfect place to display such beautiful but simple gowns.  The Grecian inspired gowns came to life in a sense as the dresses were modeled around the room. But this was far more than just a fashion show.  Taking your eyes from the inception drawings, which displayed stunning creativity, to the gowns as they elegantly moved about the room, gave you the feeling that it had materialized before you. 
The third and final gallery which I visited was the Grey Wall Gallery.  Unlike the other galleries this shop does not exist apart from its presentation of beautiful artwork.  As such I found many works on display by numerous artists.  The variety of mediums, subject matter, and style helped to showcase more than just the art. It gave you a feel of appreciation for human creativity. Among the many on display that night were Qi Peng, Nicolas Rodriguez, Matthew Hall, and Heather Robinson Teran. 
2. In at least 150 words, comment on the galleries’ presentations.  Describe each gallery’s overall layout and on the handling of artistic display.  How does the layout and handling of display affect the viewer’s experience? Is it designed to appeal to specific viewers?

The McGrew gallery had a very old fashioned feel to it which fit the presentation perfectly. It was very small however, which made for getting around to the various photographs hard at times.  Some of the works were hung, in sets of twos from the ceiling against the walls with the description plaques directly beneath the works.  Others were displayed on various tables.  As far as whether the display was designed to appeal to specific viewers the only thing that really stands out would be that it would naturally appeal to those who enjoy rustic things. 
The Tissu’ Fine Fabrics and Design Gallery also had an old feel to it but this was more of an elegant, antique feel.  The dresses were displayed on metal frame manikins, on models walking about the room, and in photographs which resembled fashion magazine layouts.  The artist also displayed the beautiful inception drawings of each dress present. Each dress of course had a brief description which also seemed to be its name, in a sense. This information was provided either next to or on the inception drawings. Since the featured artist is a bridal designer I would have to say that it would naturally appeal to women more than men however, the layout and overall display was not overly girly.

The last and final gallery I was able to visit during this experience was the Grey Wall Gallery. Unlike the previous galleries I found multiple artists’ work on display here.  It had a much more stereotypical gallery feel than the others.  The artworks were displayed in groups, according to the artist, with no apparent meaning or reason behind who was placed next to whom but each placed with purpose. Although the previous galleries were very enjoyable the multiple artists found here allowed you to take in a variety of subjects, themes and especially the mediums through which they were captured. Given the variety it did not appear that it was appealing to anyone specific, but simply to those wanting to admire the art.
3. In a least 150 words, describe one of the broad collections that appealed to you.  A broad collection may include works done by a specific artist or works that represent a specific theme, geographic region, or subject within one of the galleries.  

I really enjoyed viewing multiple collections but one that especially stood out to me was the Of History and Entropy: the Haunting Photographic Perception of Evan Sherow. In this collection Evan Sherow displayed, through black and white photographs, a unique and beautiful perspective of what were once thriving parts of Utah.  One of my favorites was a simple photograph of a doorway looking out onto what, at one time, must have been a quaint front yard of a home and now displays a different type of beauty through the history of it. 

The photographs themselves were beautiful but the collection stretches beyond them to the other small details which make it feel more complete. Each photograph was displayed in a beautiful, hand crafted, wooden frame.  After speaking with a friend of the artist he told me that in many cases the frames were older than the subjects in the photos.  I also enjoyed the detail put into the description plaques, which looked like old telegraphs, and therefore carried the historic theme.
Rather than having all of the photos displayed side by side on a wall, and viewing them as a collection, each photo, or set (in the case of those strung together) were displayed independently from the others.  This really made you take in the independent beauty of each photo.  

4. What kind of information is provided about the works on display? Indicate specific sources that were available.  Where would you look if you wanted to discover more information about an artist or artwork?

The information provided ranged from very detailed, as was my experience with Evan Sherow’s photographs, to none at all, as in Sarah Cuvelier’s ceramics display. Each of the descriptions which accompanied one of Evan Sherow’s photographs included the title, artist’s name, price, and brief description of the subject.  The other galleries I visited had a slightly different format.  Granted, the other exhibits were of paintings rather than photographs, which could account for the difference; but then again this, could simply be the artist’s preference. Most of the artists who displayed their work at the Grey Wall Gallery accompanied each of their works with small labels which included the title, artist’s name and price.  Many of the artists also included a larger description of themselves, their painting style, and the overall thought behind their work. 
More information about the artists can be obtained a number of ways.  If you have limited computer access a simple way would be to get in contact with the gallery which showcased the work, as they will at least have contact information for the artist. Given the technological age in which we live, having computer access provides you with an array of information.  Artists often have their own webpages as do most galleries.  The gallery’s webpage usually will be most easy to locate and often provides a link or list of the artist’s contact information.  I would strongly caution all researchers to verify that their sources are reliable.
5. Choose several of your favorite works from this experience.  Describe why these works appealed to you.  Be sure to mention the name of the artists, date of the works’ creation, style, medium, etc.  Your response should be at least 500 words. 

My favorite works were displayed in the Grey Wall Gallery.  Upon entering I saw The Threat is On by Qi Peng.  This is an oil on linen painting which was produced by the artist in 2009.  At first glance it almost appears to be a photograph.  The painting is of a scene which appears to be taking place on a street corner in a city.  There are three figures in the scenes and all are expressing varying emotions.  The question that grips me is “What happened?” The scene is painted in a such a way that the action, or cause for their reaction, appears to be coming from the viewer’s standpoint.  You almost expect to turn around and see the cause; someone instigating the young man who appears to offended. After getting home I researched the artist further and found that he is a conceptual artist.  I looked over many of his works and found several of what appear to be abstract expressionism paintings; using a lot of colors and swirls. Learning this information made me like the painting from the gallery even more, as this style is not the norm for him.  The painting is so evasive.  It suggests a scene of everyday life but leaves your imagination to explore and fill in the blanks. 
Daren Young was another artist with artwork on display at the gallery.  Young displayed 7 pieces of artwork, 4 or which were done in watercolor.  I had never seen watercolor paintings like this.  Not to say that I am a professional when it comes to identifying paintings, by any means.  But when I think of watercolor paintings I always visualize something not as detailed, with more of a smooth appearance to the colors.  Young’s paintings have a similar feel to those of Seurat in that it almost looks to be dotted rather than painted. I am not sure if it is the paper showing through or if he used white paint but there appears to be white specs throughout the paintings which to me made it feel as though it was a photograph that was just out of focus.  His watercolor paintings were not large which made the intense detail even more astounding.  These details especially stood out to me in his painting, Winter at Jackson Hole; which is a watercolor done on Arches Paper and completed in 2011.  From the ridges on the roof to the grass poking through the melting snow, no detail is left out.  

Another of his paintings on display which awed me was the Side Canal, Venice; which is also a watercolor done on Arches Paper and was completed in 2009.  Young’s portrayal of the water is so realistic that you feel like you could see your own reflection in it if you looked close enough. The angle through which the painting is displayed is not from a traditional eye level.  It would feel almost as though you were a part of the painting, and taking in the sights from one of the second story windows, except that the perspective seems to be coming from in between the first and second stories. 
6. In what way did the artwork relate to what we have discussed in class? Respond in at least 150 words.  

Throughout the class we have learned about many types of artwork as well as many of the styles in which the art is done.  In visiting the previously mentioned galleries I was able to associate the styles learned in class to the works I observed.  Rather than simply taking notice of the subject of the work the class taught me to look deeper.  I took note of the type of brushstroke; perceiving whether they were loose or solid, and especially focusing not just on what I see but what emotion or statement is being conveyed.  When looking at paintings I used to take for granted the artist’s color choices; figuring that it was just the color they liked for the subject.  During this experience I found myself wondering why they chose those colors and what meanings could lay behind them. I even tried to look at various paintings from different angles to observe the light effects.  
7. Describe your personal reaction to experiencing the gallery stroll.  Would you like to participate in this kind of event again, and would you recommend this experience to others? Why or why not? Must be at least 100 words. 

There were aspects of the gallery stroll that I really enjoyed and those that I did not.  Overall I enjoyed the experience, mostly because of how it truly brought everything I’m learning in class together.  My strongest dislike was the large crowds of people. This made it very difficult to get around the room, and at times to even view the artwork. The constant struggle to get to another display as well as the struggle of trying to view the art while, in a sense, dancing with those around you so everyone can get past one another, made the whole experience feel very rushed.  I realize that when space is limited this problem will always exist.  I really enjoyed being able to see new artists’ works, but I don’t know that I would go to a gallery stroll again. I would however, recommend others to go.  These artists work very hard and deserve to have their artwork seen, and not everyone has the same problem with crowds as I do.
8. In your opinion, why is this experience so important to art history students?

This experience is important to art history students because there is more to art than what is displayed in a book.  The book and the class lectures bombard our minds with wonderful artwork done in history.  However, the gallery stroll is crucial to bringing it all together.  The gallery stroll, at least for me, showed how the past has impacted the present.  I realized the importance of the history of art as it impacts artists who use a style and make it their own.
Reflective Writing (at least 150 words)
Describe your previous experience with art before taking this class.  How did taking art history progress and/or challenge your previous views of art?

Before this class I enjoyed art and found it to hold its own beauty.  However, I saw it more as a decoration simply displayed to add to a room or fill a space on a wall.  Taking this class really taught me to look beyond the surface.  I learned to pay attention to the details and think about the intricacies involved in producing it.  I find myself wondering why an artist would choose those colors and paying attention to the shadows and light effects used. This class has made me want to learn more about the works that I see.  For example, after experiencing the Salt Lake City Gallery Stroll I went home and researched more about the artists that really moved me.  I never would have done that before this class.  I realize now just how much I have taken for granted all of the beautiful piece of art that I have encountered in my life.
